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Authors and Editorial Team

Dr. Yusuf Natsheh serves as PUSH Project Manager for Al Quds University. Dr. Natsheh is an art 
historian specialized in Jerusalem architectural development; he is a lecturer at Al-Quds University. 
Dr. Natsheh was recently nominated as the key Palestinian expert for the UNESCO mission to 
Jerusalem. 
Professor Michael Turner serves as PUSH Project Manager for Bezalel Academy. Professor Turner is 
a practicing architect, currently teaching in the Department of Architecture at the Bezalel Academy 
holding the UNESCO Chair in Urban Design and Conservation Studies. He serves on many 
professional-academic bodies including functioning as the incumbent Chairman of the Israel World 
Heritage Committee.
Mr. Khaled Nassar serves as PUSH Project Manager for the Jordan Society for Sustainable 
Development (JSSD). Mr. Nassar is the General Director of JSSD and an ecologist and environmental 
management specialist. He served at the Royal Society for Conservation of Nature as the central 
ecologist for nature reserves in Jordan and is considered one of the key biodiversity and natural 
heritage consultants in Jordan.
Ms. Elizabeth Koch is the PUSH Project Coordinator responsible for managing and harmonizing the 
work of the three partner institutions as well as overseeing the project’s full implementation.
Mr. Neil Asher Silberman is the editorial coordinator and interpretive advisor to the PUSH Project. 
Now serving as Director of programs at the Center for Heritage and Society at the University of 
Massachusetts Amherst (USA), he is an author and historian who has formulated and coordinated 
projects in heritage policy and public interpretation in Europe, the United States, the Middle East, and 
Asia. He chairs the ICOMOS International Scientific Committee on Interpretation and Presentation. 

PUSH Team Members

Dr. Marwan Fayaz Abu Khalef is a practicing archaeologist specializing in Islamic Art. Dr. Khalef 
recently served as the Director of the Institute of Islamic Archaeology and lectures at Al Quds 
University. 
Architect Osama Hamdam is a practicing architect, specializing in the conservation and restoration 
of historical sites. He current serves as the Director of the Mosaic Center in Jericho and is a lecturer 
in the Department of Conservation and Restoration at Al Quds University. 
Mr. Mohammad Jaradat is a practicing archaeologist, specializing in applying archaeological 
databases and geographic information systems to the field of antiquities.
Dr. Doron Bar is a cultural-geographer, researching holy spaces and pilgrimage sites. He teaches 
in the Department of Theory and History at the Bezalel Academy and at the Schechter Institute of 
Jewish Studies. 
Architect David Guggenheim is a practicing architect specializing in conservation and renewal 
projects. He is a senior lecturer in the Department of Architecture at the Bezalel Academy. He 
serves on many professional-academic bodies in Israel and abroad including the ICOMOS Scientific 
Committee on Vernacular Architecture.
Mr. Moshe Caine is a practicing photographer and multimedia producer specializing in digital 
imaging, virtual reality and interactive communications. He is a senior lecturer in the Department of 
Photography and Digital Imaging at the Bezalel Academy. 

PUSH Evaluators and Peer Reviewers 

The PUSH Project has the good fortune of working with numerous experts from the region and the 
international community. These expert participants have continuously offered their advice, expertise 
and support to enhance our methodology and publications. We are extremely grateful for their 
involvement.  

Professor Abdel Aziz M. Abdel Aziz, Al-Albeit University 
Mr. Adnan Budieri, Environmental Consultant 
Professor Henry Cleere, Former World Heritage Coordinator, ICOMOS 
Professor Simon Goldhill, King’s College, University of Cambridge 
Dr. Nazmi al-Jubeh, Director Riwaq Center 
Professor Ora Limor, Vice President for Academic Affairs, Open University 
Dr. Claudia Liuzza, Ename Center
Professor Daniele Pini, University of Ferrara

Guests:
Dr. Saleh Lamei, Director of the Centre for Conservation and Preservation of Islamic Architectural 
Heritage, Cairo
Dr. Muna Hendieh, Department of Environmental Science, Jordan University of Science & 
Technology

This publication was evaluated by Archeologist Avner Goren, a world renowned specialist in the 
field of Bedouin and desert archeology and expert in the field of cultural tourism. Avner Goren is a 
Director of the Abraham Path Initiative, a cultural tourism route that retraces the journey made by 
Abraham (Ibrahim) from Haran to Beer Sheva. 

Dr. Mohammed Waheeb currently serves on the faculty of the Queen Rania Institute of Tourism 
and Heritage at the Hashemite University. Dr. Waheeb is considered one of the foremost experts 
on archaeology and tourism in the region. Dr. Waheeb discovered and directed the excavation of 
the Bethany Beyond the River Baptism Site for six years. He is also a board member at the Jordan 
Society for Sustainable Development. 
Mr. Salam El Labadi currently serves as the Manager of JSSD’s Aqaba office. He is an ecologist and 
environmental specialist with previous experience as an Environmental Auditor in Saudi Arabia and 
Projects Coordinator for the Royal Marine Conservation Society. 
Ms. Rawan Haddad is responsible for the day-to-day administrative duties of the JSSD team. Ms. 
Haddad holds a diploma in Administration and has many years of experience with JSSD in a variety 
of fields including public relations and project management.
Josef Israelshvili and Anat Dror Sharp are assistant students from the Bezalel Academy Department 
of Architecture. 
Mr. Yehuda Hofshi Graphic Design, Maps and Layout. He is a Lecturer in the Visual Communication
Department of Bezalel Academy of Arts and Design Jerusalem. 

Friends of the Earth Middle East contributed extensively from their photo archives
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